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I-Spy on Hocombe Mead in May 2017 

 

Bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta 
 
There are two types of bluebell in the UK native and 
Spanish.  The native bluebells have deep violet-blue 
flowers that droop to one side of the stem, are straight-
sided and their petal tips curl back on themselves.  The 
flowers have a strong sweet smell. 
Do you think the Bluebells you have found are native or 
Spanish Bluebells (hint – do all the flowers hang to one 
side of the stem?) 
 

 

Water Avens 
Geum rivale 
 
Water Avens is a plant of wet woodlands and meadows.  
It is an Ancient Woodland Indicator (AWI) plant which 
means that it is a species of plant that is more common 
in ancient woodland than in more recent sites.  It has a 
close relative the Wood Avens which has a yellow flower 
that is held upright on its stem.  The second part of the 
plant’s Latin name, rivale means ‘of brooks’. 
Do you think the plant is well named? 
 

 

Field Woodrush 
Luzula campestris 
 
As its name suggests the Field Woodrush is a plant of 
grassy areas.  It is a small plant, 10 – 20 cm tall that likes 
damp sites, particularly acid soils.  It has long thin leaves 
like grass but a particular feature of them is that they are 
very hairy.  In Hocombe Mead it grows in the Meadow 
but it is also a garden weed. 
In which part of the garden do you think Field Woodrush 
would like growing? 

 

  

Orange Tip Butterfly 
Anthocharis cardamines 
 
The male butterflies are quite distinctive; they are white 
with bright orange wing tips.  The females are white with 
black wing tips but both male and females have mottled 
green underwings. 
One of the carvings on the tree in the middle of the Mead 
represents an Orange Tip Butterfly, can you see which 
one it is? 
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Cuckoo Flower  
Cardamine pratensis 
 
This plant is called Cuckoo Flower because it appears at 
about the same time as Cuckoos are first heard in the 
year.  It is an important plant for the Orange Tip Butterfly 
because its caterpillar uses the plant as a source of food.  
As the caterpillar grows it sheds its skin several times to 
allow it to get bigger.  When it is fully grown it becomes a 
pupa (chrysalis) and uses its store of food to enable it to 
change its caterpillar body parts into butterfly body parts. 
 
What do you think would happen if the Cuckoo Flowers 
on Hocombe Mead disappeared? 

 

 

Common Field Speedwell 
Veronica persica 
 
This is a very common plant and when found in gardens 
is classed as a weed.  It is not a native of the British Isles 
and is thought to have come from South East Asia. It is a 
very hardy plant and if the weather is mild it will go on 
flowering until December.  
 
How do you think the plants got from South East Asia to 
the British Isles? 
 

 

Meadow Foxtail 
Alopecurus pratensis 
 
This grass flowers early in the year and purple or yellow 
anthers that are full of pollen droop from the cylindrical 
flower head.  The appearance of the flower head gives 
the plant its name of Foxtail as it is supposed to look like 
the tail of a fox.  This grass grows well on meadows that 
have been flooded and it benefits from the silt left after 
flooding.  
 
Do you think that the meadow was flooded this winter? 
 

 

Pendulous Sedge 
Carex pendula. 
 
This plant likes damp soils in woods and coppices.  
Although the plants look like grasses it is easy to tell the 
difference as grasses have a round, smooth stems but 
sedges have a three-sided (triangular) stem. 
 
Being careful to avoid the leaves, as they can have sharp 
edges, feel the stem of the Sedge between your thumb 
and fingers; does it feel three-sided? 
 

 


